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There are many problems connected 
with athletics which are as yet unsettled. 
Eor two of these Dean Briggs, in a recent 
address before the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association, points out solutions 
worth noting: 

“There is no more reason why the 
teacher of football should curse his 
pupils than why the teacher of civics 
should curse his, who may be ipiite as 
exasperating; and there is every reason 
why the leader, whose manners and con¬ 
duct are more catching than are those 
of others, should lead straight whether 
on or off the field. 

“Despite the principle of supply and 
demand there may be reasons why the 
athletic coach should not have three 
times as much salary as the professor 
of Greek, but there is no inherent reason 
why he should not hold a position of 
ecpial dignity. He can do more good than 
a professor of Greek and a great deal 
more harm. Thus faculty control in 
athletics should be like faculty control 
in Latin or economics or chemistry— 
not in intervention, but in that power 
of adjustment in common interests which 
may fitly be exercised over a department 
of physical education. 

“Faculty control in the best sense 
means taking the coaches into the faculty 
team.’’ 

While our conditions are not ideal. 
Auburn has clung to high standards in 
athletics; and our coach is really and 
truly a member of the faculty who wields 
a strong influence for good behavior 
among the students. 


WRITE US A LETTER ABOUT YOUR 
LITERARY SOCIETY EXPERIENCE. 


Professor Ross’ address before the 
Wirt Literaiy Society on the anniver¬ 
sary of the birth of William Wirt, which 
is given on another page may recall some 
lileasant recollections for the members 
of the Old Guard. The editor wishes to 
collect all the facts about the literary so¬ 
cieties before the nineties that it is pos¬ 
sible to get. If this very interesting ad¬ 
dress calls up other memories or even 
other details or instances for you, we 
shall he greatly obliged if you will write 
them out immediately for us. No inci¬ 
dent or recollection, however seemingly 
insignificant, can be of too little value 
to give in a letter to us. Later it is hoped 
that a sketch of these societies may ap¬ 
pear in this paper. 

But this is not the chief aim in our 
getting this material. We are using all 
letters written to us on this subject to 
insiiire fresh interest in the work of 
these student organizations. The names 
of leaders and participants in public 
contests, laughable incidents, plans of 
work, description of halls, of pins or 
badges, photographs, clipping of news in 
old newspapers, or information as to 
where this or other information may be 
obtained will be gladly welcomed. We 
are very grateful for the kind letters of 
many of the older students and for Prof. 
Ross’ kind permission to print this 
stenographic report of his address. 


REUNIONS IN JUNE. 


(1) The Old Guard, which consists 
of all former students who will have been 
out of college twenty-five years or more 
in June, 1917. 

(2) All clas.ses whose numerals end 
in 2’s or 7’s; for instance, 1872, 1877, 
1882, 1887, etc. 

Class secretaries and others interested 
in large reunions for their classes should 
arouse any sleeping enthusiasm in these 
home-comings by personal interviews 
and endless correspondence. It is sug¬ 
gested that each cla.ss choose a badge or 
some uniform wearing apparel, like farm 
hats, striped serge or palm beach coats, 
walking canes, red neckties, or some¬ 
thing else that will identify all stragglers 
and publish to visitors the success of the 
reunions. 
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GOYEHNOH HENDERSON AND THE 1910 TIGERS. 
From Photo Taken in Front of State Capitol. 


VARSITY MEMBERS 1!)10 EOOTRALL 
SQUAD. 


Name—Position Height Age ^Yt. 


Robinson, center 

_5:10 

20 

104 

Campbell, guard 

_5:10 

22 

182 

Fricke, guard 

_0:00 

21 

190 

Bonner, M. L., tackle __ 

_0:00 

21 

185 

Sample, tackle 

_5:9 

20 

175 

Wvnne, tackle _ 

_5:9 

22 

172 

.Jones, G., ( nd 

_5:9 

19 

100 

Ducole, end 

_5:10 

19 

179 

Goodwin, center 

_5:8 

20 

183 

Burns, end 

_5:9 

19 

150 

Bonner, 11, guard_ 

_5:11 

20 

170 

Beard, tackle 

_5:9 

21 

175 

Hairston, uuarter _ 

_5:8 

22 

105 

Steed, halfback 

_0:1 

21 

175 

P r e n (1 e r ga s t, h a 1 fh a c k 

_5:11 

20 

172 

Rickenbakei’, fullback 

._.-5:ll 

21 

155 

Revington, fullback __ 

_5:9 

19 

152 

Sticknev, fullback_ 

_5:8 

20 

158 

Scott, ha!fl)ack 

_0: / 

19 

175 

Danahue, lialfhack _ 

_5:3 

20 

123 

Williamson, end 

_o: / 

19 

140 

.Tones, Pat, halfback __ 

_5:4 

21 

140 

Nall, fullback _ 

_5:3 

20 

115 

'Wren, fullback 

_0:1 

20 

145 

Above we give some 

statistics 

on 

the 


1910 football men. While the team was 
not as brilliant as some teams of the past, 
and while the ranking is the lowest that 
an Auburn team has accepted in eight 
years, still the team has not been without 
honor. As a lighting aggregation it will 


probably rank as one of the Tiger’s 
greatest. Of the three big games, two 
were lest. The University of Georgia 
eleven was defeated in a hard fought 
game, but games were lost to Vanderbilt 
and Georgia Tech. 

The Vanderbilt game should have been 
won by Auburn and the score should 
have been much larger than the 9-7 score 
by which it appeared at one time that 
she would win. Rut in the last few 
minutes the tide turned. Two fumbles, 
a had punt, and defective defensive work 
allowed the Gommodores to slip over a 
forward pass and the game was gone. 

The Tech game was an entirely differ¬ 
ent affair. Auburn entered the game in 
a poor condition mentally and physically. 
Roth tackles were out of shape, Wynne 
being unable to enter the game, and 
Sample being in such poor condition 
that he was not able to last. With the 
team realizing that it had lost its best 
game the mora'e was not right for as 
stiff an opponent as Tech proved to be. 
This is not saying that Auburn could have 
defeated Tech. Playing as she did 
Thanksgiving Tech could probably de¬ 
feated Auburn at her best by ten points, 
hut with Tech going at top form and Au¬ 
burn off color the result was little short 
of annihilation. 

Rut here’s to the team of 1910! They 
fought hard and clean though they lost. 
Another year will bring—another foot¬ 
ball season. 
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AUBURN ANNOUNCES FOOTBALL SCHEDULE FOR 1917. 
VANDERBILT REFUSES PLACE—UNIVERSITY 
OF TENNESSEE TAKES BIRMINGHAM 
DATE. OTHER OPPONENTS 
THE SAME AS 1916. 


Oct. 6.—Mercer University at Auburn. 

Oct. 13—Howard College at Auburn. 

Oct. 19—Clemson College at Cleinson, S. C. 

Oct. 27—Mississippi A. & M., at Birmingham, Ala. 
Nov. 3—University of Georgia at Columbus, Ga. 
Nov. 10—University of Florida at Auburn. 

Nov. 17—University of Tennessee atBirmingham, Ala. 
Nov. 29—Georgia Tech at Atlanta, Ga. 


TENNESSEE ACCEPTS VANDERBILT’S 
DATE ON AUBURN SCHEDULE, 
NOV. 17tb. 


When the schedules of Southern teams 
were published in the press and it was 
noted that Vanderbilt was not on Au¬ 
burn’s schedule, and the date, Nov. 17th, 
in Birmingham, Ala., would be tilled by 
the University of Tennessee team, the 
public showed an interest in learning the 
particulars concerning the breech. 

A number of papers carried articles 
dealing with the situations which arose 
in the conferences between Manager 
Brown, of Vanderbilt, and Manager 
Bragg, of Auburn, and the following ar¬ 
ticle is clipped from the Montgomery 
Advertiser, where it appeared under the 
heading “Tennessee Gets Vandys Date 
On Auburn’s Schedule: 

“Football fans throughout the South 
are interested in the announcement that 
Vanderbilt University has declined a 
place on Auburn’s schedule for the Bir¬ 
mingham date, November 17, 1917, and 
that this date will be filled by the strong 
University of Tennessee eleven. The 
Auburn-Vanderbilt game in Birmingham 
had grown to be the biggest annual event 
in the South and football enthusiasts are 
interested in the facts that led to this 
change in Auburn’s schedule. 

“Football followers will remember that 
it was only with considerable effort that 
Vanderbilt was induced to meet Auburn 
in Birmingham. Vanderbilt continuous¬ 
ly insisted that the game should be play¬ 
ed on the Commodore’s campus. The 
football public demanded that Vander¬ 
bilt meet Auburn on some neutral field 
and Vanderbilt alumni in the Birming¬ 
ham territory insisted that the game be 
played in Birmingham in November, 
191‘2. 

“The closeness of the game, the en¬ 
thusiasm with which Vanderbilt and Au¬ 
burn alumni worked to make the game 
a success, and the enormous crowd 
which attended satisfied Vanderbilt au¬ 


thorities that Birmingham was the logi¬ 
cal place for the game and an under¬ 
standing was reached whereby Auburn 
should each year meet Vanderbilt in Bir¬ 
mingham on the Saturday nearest the 
middle of November. 

Gate Receipts as High as .$10,000 

“The games grew in interest and en¬ 
thusiasm because of their closeness; paid 
attendance ranged from $8,500 to $10,000 
despite the fact that games were played 
in the rain, and the date was regarded 
as the day of the “football classic of tbe 
South.’’ The result in attendance and 
interest was gratifying to Auburn and 
Vanderbilt alumni and athletic authori¬ 
ties. 

“On the night of November 17, 1916, 
representatives of Auburn and Vander¬ 
bilt met in Birmingham and agreed that 
the date of November 17, 1917 should be 
kept open by both Vanderbilt and Au¬ 
burn as the date for the Auburn-Vander¬ 
bilt game in Birmingham. Vanderbilt 
authorities made it known that they 
would play Auburn provided they were 
not coerced into the adoption of the one 
year rule by the action of the Southern 
conference. Auburn assured Vanderbilt 
that it had never been her idea or de¬ 
sire to coerce any college into the adop¬ 
tion of any principle. It was then agreed 
by representatives of Auburn and Van¬ 
derbilt that the date in Birmingham be 
held open until after the Charleston 
meetings. 

Auburn Authorities Surprised 

“Auburn authorities were greatly sur¬ 
prised to learn on the day following that 
an attempt had been made by Vanderbilt 
adherents to rent Bickwood Park for 
November 17, 1917. The park authori¬ 
ties declined to grant the request of Van¬ 
derbilt and declared that they would give 
Auburn an option on the park for that 
date. 

“When the Southern Conference met 
in Charleston no action was taken that 
Vanderbilt could object to as the confer¬ 
ence voted to allow conference teams to 
play Non-Conference, S. 1. A. A. teams 
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under S. I. A. A. rules. With the close 
of the meetings Auhurn authorities ap¬ 
proached Vanderbilt concerning final ar- 
rangenients for the Vanderbilt-Auburn 
game in 1917. It was then that Vander¬ 
bilt imposed the condition that Auburn 
come to Nashville. Auburn could not 
consider giving up her November date 
in Birmingham. Her representatives 
explained to Vanderbilt that it was Au¬ 
burn’s desire to give to the people of 
Birmingham the best possible game in 
November, that they were due the people 
of Birmingham as much. 

Only November Date in Alabama 

“Auburn explained that she was ab¬ 
solutely due this game to her supporters, 
as it is the only November game played 
by Auburn in the State of Alabama (both 
the Tech and Georgia games being played 
in Georgia) and that they were due the 
game to the city of Birmingham which 
had supported the game so enthusiasti¬ 
cally. It was shown that under the cir¬ 
cumstances Auburn could not consider 
leaving Birmingham on November 17, 
1917 to meet any team. 

Vanderbilt insisted that Auburn come 
to Nashville and. as Auburn could not 
meet this eleventh hour proposal, the 
game fell through. An effort was at once 
put forth to land the strongest possible 
team for the date in Birmingham. Au¬ 
hurn was most fortunate in securing the 
University of Tennessee eleven for the 


Birmingham date, November 17. 

“Tennessee has been one of the lead¬ 
ing teams in the South for several 
years, going through the seasons of 1914 
and 1916 without suffering a defeat. It 
is thought that this game will satisfy the 
desire of the sporting public of Alabama.” 


MORGAN BLAKE CRITICIZES 
VANDERBILT’S ACTION. 


The press of the South was almost 
unanimous in expressing the regrets of 
sport loving people of the South at the 
loss of the Auburn-Vanderbilt game. 

Morgan Blake, an alumnus of Vander¬ 
bilt, writing for the Atlanta Journal, 
comments as follows: 

“The action of Vanderbilt in dropping 
the Auburn game was a small piece of 
business in our estimation and its sched¬ 
ule is a very weak one, despite the 
Chicago game. 

“Among the stalwart foes the Commo¬ 
dores will meet in Nashville next year 
are Transylvania and Howard College, 
both of which Tech High School could 
lick easily. It was believed at one time 
that Vanderbilt might arrange a game 
with Georgia, but there was nothing 
doing. Vanderbilt faces the season with¬ 
out a battle with a single member of the 
Big Four of the S. 1. A. A.” 


THE FOOTBALL SEASON IN THE SOUTH. 


Heisman’s Ranking S. 1. A. A.Teams. 

1. Georgia Tech. 

2. University of Tennessee. 

3. Vanderbilt University. 

4. Auburn. 

5. University of Georgia. 

6. Tied: Tulane, Alabama, Sewanee, 
L. S. U., Kentucky State. 

11. Tied: Miss. A. & M., Mississippi 
College, Citadel. 

14. Tied: Florida and Transylvania. 

16. Chattanooga. 

17. Tied: Clemson and University of 
Mississippi. 

19. Birmingham College. 

20. Furman. 

21. South Carolina. 

22. Howard College. ' 

23. Wofford. 

24. Mercer University. 

THE FOOTBALL SEASON OF 1916. 
The football season just passed prob¬ 
ably contained more surprises and com¬ 
plete reversals of form on the part of 
championship contenders than any sea¬ 
son in recent history. The leading teams 
of the South were unciuestionably Geor¬ 
gia Tech, Vanderbilt, Tennessee and Au¬ 
burn, and it looked as if the champion¬ 


ship fight would narrow down to Auburn, 
Vanderbilt and Georgia Tech. Then 
Tennessee defeated Vanderbilt, and the 
Commodores rallied the following week 
and defeated Auburn 20-9 in a game 
which everyone thought would go to Au¬ 
burn by a score of 9-7 until the last few 
minutes of play. * 

A week later it appeared as if the fight 
lay between Tennessee and Georgia Tech. 
But when the final returns were in 
Thanksgiving night there were few who 
did not doll their hats to the Yellow 
Jackets as the Champions of Dixie—for 
Tech over whelmingly defeated Auburn, 
and Tennessee was held to a tie by Ken¬ 
tucky State. 

The All-Southern selections were many 
and varied. All the critics took occasion 
to compliment the work of Robinson of 
Auburn, and he was practically an unani¬ 
mous choice for center. Ducote was 
another Auburn man who came in for 
considerable praise for his work, and 
though shifted often he was awarded a 
place at right end on the composite all- 
Southern. Several Auburn men (Hair¬ 
ston, Prendergast, Sample, Steed, Clamp- 
bell, Revington and C. Jones) came in 
for honorable mention. 

“Rabbit” Curry, of Vanderbilt, and 
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Strupper, of Tech, were two men who 
were unanimous choices for hackfield 
positions. Lowe and Lang, of Tennessee 
and Tech, were chosen as guards by 
almost everyone, and Vowell, who cover¬ 
ed end for the “Volunteers” was another 
man who earned general recognition. 

Composite All-Southern. 

Position Player College 

Center_Robinson Auburn 

Left guard_Lowe_U. of Tenn. 

Right guard_Lang ..^..Georgia Tech 

Left tackle_Cody- _Vanderbilt 

Right tackle_Carpenter Georgia Tech 

Left end_G. Vowell ..U. of Tenn. 

Quarterback_Curry _Vanderbilt 

Left half_^Strupper Georgia Tech 

Right half_Rodes ..Kentucky State 

Full back_Spence_Georgia Tech 


SOUTHERN PLAYERS RECEIVE 
RECOGNITION. 


There has been much satisfaction ex¬ 
pressed at the more liberal attitude which 
authoritive writers in the East have as¬ 
sumed in commenting on Southern play¬ 
ers and coaches, and in giving Southern 
contests their share of attention in the 
press of the North and East. 

Hon. Parke H. Davis in his compila¬ 
tion of feature gridiron events of the 
1916 football season included in his ar¬ 
ticle for the New York Herald a rather 
graphic description of the goal from 
field which Ducote scored against Geor¬ 
gia. 

Gridiron Season Reveals Many Heroes 
of Crucial Games. 

Come, companions of the gridiron, and 
attend a final, novel and colossal football 
spectacle arranged by the New York Her¬ 
ald. You shall see at one time all of the 
heroes of football America, North, South, 
East and West, re-enact the feats by 
which they have won a hundred or more 
great, close and crucial games this au¬ 
tumn, and you shall sit in the most ca¬ 
pacious coliseum a sport loving public 
has known—the columns of the Herald. 

Our first game will be in the city of 
Columbus, down in Georgia. It is Satur¬ 
day morning, early in November, and a 
mighty throng is surging up and down 
the streets. It is the city’s first inter¬ 
collegiate football game and the contend¬ 
ers are Alabama “Poly,” known in the 
South from the city in which the insti¬ 
tute is located as “Auburn,” and the 
University of Georgia. The local editor 
of the Columbus Ledger, viewing the 
crowd from his window, says: “Well, 
football certainly beats four circuses for 
people.” The battle is on. Auburn, with 
players strong, skilled and experienced, 
instantly assumes the aggressive and beats 
Georgia backward. But there is grit in 


those fellows from Athens, and drive 
upon drive of the Alabamians shatters to 
fragments upon Georgia’s 10 and 5 yard 
lines, the powerful punter Donnelly of 
Georgia, each time sending his 55 and (50 
yard spirals up the field. The first 
quarter comes and goes, the second fol¬ 
lows, and the half terminates without a 
score. 

The game reopens, the third quarter 
closes, and still no score. The fourth 
period begins, wages and wanes, and the 
spectators say to one another, “No score 
today.” Georgia has just made a touch- 
back and Donnelly punts out. Hairston 
catches the ball and runs back ten yards. 
Ducote, Prendergast and Revington, Au¬ 
burn’s backs, leap against Georgia’s line, 
but fall back without a gain. All downs 
but one are exhausted. I)ucote falls back 
to try for a goal from the field. Hairston 
removes his leather helmet and places 
it upon the ground. He creases the top 
of the helmet and sights it for the goal. 

Spectators curiously watch the pro¬ 
ceedings. Suddenly the ball is passed. 
Hairston receives it, places it on the hel¬ 
met, which all suddenly see is to serve as 
a mechanical tee. Ducote leaps forward, 
kicks the ball from Ihe top of the helmet 
and drives it straight as an arrow for 
Georgia’s crossbar, over which it sails 
evenly between the posts. The referee, 
Mr. Barry, waves his hands to indicate 
a goal. 

The battle soon ends, and the score 
board flashes the final figure: Auburn, 
3; Georgia, 0. 


ALL ALABAMA ELEVEN. 

Chosen by Dr. J. B. Long well, Athletic 
Director of Howard College. 


(Auburn and the University were left out 
on purpose.) 

Center (1) Sessions (Birmingham. 

(2) Strickland (Howard.) 

(3) Ratterman (Spring Hill.) 
Left Guard Gibson (Howard.) 

Right Guard (1) Quarles (Greensboro.) 

(2) Bailey (Birmingham.) 
Right Tackle Wilkie (Marion Institute.) 
Left Tackle (1) Argo (Marion Institute.) 

(2) Haynes (Howard.) 

Right End Neill (Birmingham.) 

Left End (1) Ed Duke (Howard.) 

(2) Norton (Birmingham.) 

(3) A. Duke (Howard.) 
Quarterback (1) O’Dowd (Spring Hill) 

Claptain. 

(2) Wingo (Marion.) 

Right Helfback Gillam (Birmingham.) 
Left Halfback (1) Acton (Howard.) 

(2) Gibson (Howard.) 

(3) Lewis (Birmingham.) 
Fullback (1) Moulton (Spring Hill.) 

(2) Barber (Howard.) 

(3) Warren (Birmingham.) 

(4) Reeves (Ala. Pres. Col.) 

(5) Hughes (Ala. Pres. Col.) 
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ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE SOUTH¬ 
ERN INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION AND SOUTHERN 
ATHLETIC CONFERENCE. 


The 1916 meetings were held in Char¬ 
leston, on Dec. 8 and 9. Professors 
Thomas Bragg and J. B. Lovelace rep¬ 
resented Auburn. 

The conference decided that the one- 
year residence rule should be enforced 
strictly in inter-conference games; but, 
that in games with members of the S. 

I. A. A. not enforcing the rule freshmen 
may play. The. S. 1. A. A. voted the one- 
year rule down again this year. 

The summer baseball rules of the S. 1. 
A. A. were amended to read as follows: 

“Part One—A student after he has been 
in college one full year and has met the 
scholarship requirements of said institu¬ 
tion for athletic eligibility, may play 
summer baseball on any team he may 
elect, provided said team is not a mem¬ 
ber of a league operating under the 
terms of the so-called national agree¬ 
ment. 

“Part Two—A student who has not 
been in college one full year or who has 
not met the above scholarship require¬ 
ments shall be allowed to play on no 
other team than his home team and then 
only for his actual expenses, which shall 
be paid only by the manager of the team. 
His home team shall be defined as any 
amateur team within the county where 
at the time of playing he has had legal 
residence for at least one year and is 
still a resident.” 

The officers of the S. A. C. elected for 
the ensuing year are as follows: Pro¬ 
fessor Thomas Bragg, of Auburn, Presi¬ 
dent; Professor E. P. Frost, of the Uni¬ 
versity of Tennessee, Vice-President; 
and Professor H. M. Randle, of Georgia 
School of Technology, Secretary. 

The S. 1. A. A. officers are as follows: 
Presidenf, B. M. Walker, Mississippi Ag¬ 
ricultural and Mechanical College; vice- 
presidents, first district. North and South 
Carolina, F, H. H. Calhoun, Clemson Col¬ 
lege; second district, Georgia, Alabama 
and Florida, H. W. Cox, University of 
Florida; third district, Louisiana, Mis¬ 
sissippi and Texas, Dr. J. W. Provine, 
Mississippi College; fourth district, Ken¬ 
tucky and Tennessee, Walter Hullehen, 
University of the South; senior vice- 
president, Thomas W, Atkinson, Louisi¬ 
ana State University; secretary and 
treasurer, Edward T. Holmes, Gordon 
Institute; executive committee, B. M. 
Walker, H. W. Cox, Walter Hullehen, Dr. 

J. W. Provine, and F. H. H. Calhoun. 

President W. M. Riggs, of Clemson 

College, President Thos. D. Boyd, or 
Louisiana State University, and Prof. H, 
D. Phillips, of the University of the 
South, were appointed as a committee 
on rules. 


A committee consisting of twenty- 
eight members, headed by Prof Waiter 
Hullehen, of Sewanee, was appointed to 
investigate the credit work given in all 
institutions in S. 1. A. A. territory, with 
a view of determining whether the in¬ 
stitution should be ranked as a college or 
a preparatory school. 


KAPPA SIGMA THANKSGIVING 
DINNER. 


On the evening of Saturday, December 
9, the Kappa Sigma Fraternity were 
hosts to a representative group of stu¬ 
dents and members of the faculty. 
Among the members of the faculty pres¬ 
ent were. Dr. C. C. Thach, Colonel Row¬ 
ell, Professors Patrick, Brown, Rutland 
and Shi. Among the students were rep¬ 
resentatives from other fraternities, a 
large sprinkling of non-fraternity men, 
and members of clubs and other college 
organizations. The gathering gave a 
good exhibition of the democratic feel¬ 
ing of the Auburn student body. That 
naive kind of snobbishness that often is 
supposed to characterize the Greeks at 
Auburn is a mere wraith of memory. 

This “at home” was in fact a belated 
Thanksgiving feast, but comes very ap¬ 
propriately on the eve of lenten examina¬ 
tion days. Boxes from home bringing 
the usual turkey with sauces and dress¬ 
ing, fruit cakes and others, quail from 
Alabama sedge fields and fruits of balmy 
Florida gave a delicious solidity to the 
enjoyment of the occasion; and the aro¬ 
ma of well chosen cigars mingled cosily 
with the airy humor of the after-dinner 
satisfaction. Being the first entertain¬ 
ment of consequence since the comple¬ 
tion of the new chapter house, the re¬ 
ception was a sort of house-warming 
for the Kappa Sigma’s. The picnic, 
dinner-on-the-ground informality pre¬ 
served a zest that banquets and formal 
dinners cannot give. It goes without 
saying that the guests lingered loth to 
be the first to break the charm of a de¬ 
lightful evening. 


PROFESSOR ROSS SPEAKS BEFORE 
THE WIRT LITERARY SOCIETY. 


Mr. President, and Fellow Members of 
the Wirt Society: 

I assure you that it gives me very great 
pleasure to be with you tonight. I had 
lost sight of the fact that the birthday 
of Wirt fell during this part of the year. 
I do not believe that, when I was a mem¬ 
ber of the Society, it was celebrated in 
such a formal way, but I think that it is 
quite an excellent idea to celebrate the 
memory of such a great man, and a man 
after whom this Society has been named. 

I am glad to know that the Society is 
still in a flourishing condition, that so 
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much interest is being taken in its meet¬ 
ings and its proceedings, and that such 
a large number of you are taking advan¬ 
tage of the opportunity that is offered 
you to cultivate the art of debating and 
public speaking. 

Judging from what one of the members 
has said, I suppose I am expected to go 
back into the remote past, of which I 
was a part, and tell you something about 
the earlier history of the Society. Pos¬ 
sibly I can tell you something of interest 
about the early history of the Society 
as I remember it and as it has been told 
to me by some other members. 

Societij Organized in 1859. 

Something has been said about the time 
when the Society was first organized. 
I believe that it was formed in 1859, be¬ 
cause that date was engraved on a large 
sized reproduction of the badge of the 
Society, which occupied the center of 
the platform on which the president of 
the Society sat. 

Now in the old college building the 
literary societies occupied a very large 
part of this top floor. Each Society had 
a suite of rooms running across the en¬ 
tire building in this direction (east and 
west) and extending in this direction 
(north and south) probably fifty feet. 
There were two rooms, one an auditori¬ 
um for the meetings and one a library. 
^Yhen the societies were organized the 
college did not have a Library and the 
members of the societies secured contri¬ 
butions from various people of a large 
number of books. It is possible that the 
present college library contains a large 
number of these books. I know that 
(piite a number of these were transferred. 
I cannot say that they are still in exist¬ 
ence. The Wirt Library had something 
like three or four thousand volumes. The 
halls were well furnished, indeed. 

In the seventies contributions were se¬ 
cured from former members and the halls 
were made to look very attractive. They 
had very elegant curtains, nice furniture, 
carpets and had many fine pictures on 
the walls, including a large picture of 
William Wirt. I remember that at one 
time our Society boasted very much of its 
superiority over our Websterian rivals 
for the reason that we had a very large 
chandelier for which we paid $80.00. 
Though we bought it and boasted of hav¬ 
ing it, it was a well-known fact that it 
was not paid for for (piite a while. 

Conditions After the War. 

I know very little about the history 
of the Society prior to the war, even 
from what members have told me. Rev. 
Dr. Glenn, of Atlanta, who was in Auburn 
abont a year ago conld no doubt tell you 
some interesting things about the earlier 
history of the Society. After the war the 
College, then known as the East Alabama 
Male College, as you can see from the 
corner stone of this building, was very 


small in numbers. The Society halls 
were in very bad condition. There were 
two professors connected with the fac¬ 
ulty, both from Virginia, who greatly en¬ 
couraged student society activities. The 
one who took an especial interest in the 
work of the Wirt Literary Society was 
Prof. W. C. Stubbs, who is stiil living in 
New Orleans. He took a great deal of 
interest in seeing that the Wirt Hall was 
properly equipped, lighted, etc., and at¬ 
tended quite a number of meetings; the 
other. Prof. Hogg, interested himself in 
the work of the Websterian Society to the 
extent that he secured a life-sized por¬ 
trait of Daniel Webster from a Webster 
Society in Massachusetts. This picture 
was a very expensive one and was hung 
directly over the president’s desk. 

As I said, the halls were very commo¬ 
dious. They had good libraries, and 
practically all students belonged to 
either one society or the other. At the 
beginning of the year, there was great 
rivalry among the members of the socie¬ 
ties as to how many members each socie¬ 
ty could secure. At that time we met on 
Friday night, there were no student ac¬ 
tivities such as athletics, picture shows, 
etc., to compete with the societies. When 
I first belonged to the Society there were 
no fraternities in college and a very 
large part of the interest of the students 
was centered in the Literary Societies. 
The membership was (luite large and the 
men would turn out in very large num¬ 
bers. Many of them would go up some¬ 
times an hour in advance of the meeting, 
get together, form quartettes and sing 
and tell jokes and stories until it was time 
for the meeting to be called to order. 

We had some very lengthy debates. 
The program committee would very often 
put on too large a number of debaters. 
The two leading debaters would choose 
sides and place some of the big guns 
down at the end of the line to close the 
debate. At the time, I joined the Society 
there were two very good speakers. I 
remember that they were on many of the 
debates and the members of our society 
boasted of the prowess of these debaters. 
They would always be chosen on oppo¬ 
site sides and the debates would very 
often run to quite a late hour, because, 
of course, a certain number would be 
allowed to come back in rejoinder. I 
think the president in those days decided 
which side had the better of the argu¬ 
ment. I remember I was president one 
year, and I felt that the responsibility 
was entirely too heavy. 

Constitution and By-Laws. 

Something has been said about the By- 
Laws. and Constitution, and the fact has 
been mentioned that the original Consti¬ 
tution and By-Laws v/as dcstroyc(l by 
fire in 1887. I was away at the time of 
the fire, but came back on a visit 
and was here at the opening of college 


THE AUBURN ALUMNUS 


45 


when the societies planned to resume 
operations again. Some of the members 
came to me and said, “Can you help us 
out with the Constitution and By-Laws?” 
There was cpiite a long initiation cere¬ 
mony used in the initiation of new 
members. There was (piite a little ad¬ 
dress the President gave them as to the 
responsibilities they were about to as¬ 
sume, how they were to live up to the 
demands of the society, loyalty, etc. As I 
had been President for a while, had gone 
through the ceremony a number of times, 
and had heard the same thing repeated 
many times, I was able to reproduce a 
good deal of it. 1 think I can repeat the 
old preamble now. From all this, the 
candidate, when he was being sworn in, 
was very much impressed with the sol¬ 
emnity of the occasion and with the re¬ 
sponsibilities that he was as.suming. 

Something has been said about the 
badge of the Society. At that time there 
was a pin. It was a very pretty pin of 
its kind, and was designed by Dr. Alex¬ 
ander Means. The baclge had a certain 
symbolism which was explained in the 
Constitution. There was a cross in the 
center, an arch over the top, a lyre at 
the boilom and a star over the top of all. 
It made a very pretty pin of its kind. 
There may be sevei'al in existence. There 
is one I think I know of. 

We have had cpiite a large number of 
men to go from the societies who have 
distinguished themselves in the various 
walks of life. One gentleman in particu¬ 
lar who has reachecl a very distinguished 
])osition in his profession is the Hon. 
Frank C. Dillard, who was here at Com¬ 
mencement last June. He has been 
a speaker at Commencement on one or 
two occasions, first as Alumni orator 
and then as a Commencement orator He 
is a man of distinction in his profession, 
being an able lawyer in Texas. A number 
of years ago he became connected with 
the Union Pacific lines as Chief (k)unsel 
of the Traffic Department. He was also 
Chief Counsel and Vice-President of the 
Hock Island system, comprising some¬ 
thing over 8,000 miles of road. Finding 
this life in Chicago as a Railroad Counsel 
entirely too strenuous, he decided to 
round out his life in a ([uiet way, and re¬ 
turned to Sherman, Texas, where he is 
still living. He is not yet an old man, 
and can, if he gets back again, tell us 
some very interesting things about the 
history of the society. 

Considerable Rivalry Between Societies. 

When I first became connected with 
the society, nearly everybody in college 
was a member of one or the other socie¬ 
ties, and the average attendance was 
iKsually very good. There was consider¬ 
able rivalry between the societies as to 
which of the two was better attended, 
the number of members enrolled and in 
attendance being regarded as a criterion 


of the relative prosperity of the two so¬ 
cieties. I remember that on one occa¬ 
sion, at the beginning of tbe year, one 
of the members of our sister society was 
reported to have charged that this so¬ 
ciety was “dead” and did not have any 
life in its meetings. The president and 
members of the society got busy and 
initiated about twenty-five new members, 
at the next meeting. A large number of' 
the old members were also on hand and 
the results of this meeting were consid¬ 
ered a conclusive answer to the charge 
that the society was dead. If the truth 
were told, however, there was some basis 
at that time for the criticism made by the 
opposition society, and thereafter more 
life and activity characterized our meet¬ 
ings. 

When I was connected with the socie¬ 
ty, there were no strictly inter-society 
debates, but there were one or two pub¬ 
lic debates each year in which both the 
affirmative and negative debaters con¬ 
sisted of representatives cbosen from the 
two societies. 

Mock trials were also held as often as 
once or twice a year, suits for breach of 
promise being the favorite type of legal 
proceedings that were instituted on such 
occasions. Some member was usually 
arrayeil in female attire to represent the 
lady in the case, and as much amuse¬ 
ment was afforded those present, the at¬ 
tendance was quite large when such 
moot courts were held. 

As previously stated, members usually 
attended in good numbers and I have 
sometimes seen 75 or more men at a 
meeting. Later on the members began 
to decline, but those who remained faith¬ 
ful evinced so much interest in the meet¬ 
ings that the decreased attendance did 
not seriously affect the life of the socie¬ 
ty for some years. 

Literary Societies Give Valuable 
Training. 

It might be superflous for me to say 
anything about the advantages of literary 
society work. As a matter of fact, it was 
one of the greatest educational agencies 
in my whole college career. It enabled 
me to think on my feet and to express 
my ideas at least in some sort of way, s» 
that even when called on unexpectedly 
I could at least say something. I do not 
consider anything else of more value than 
the training I secured in the literary 
society. I am very glad to be back with 
you again tonight and note that such in¬ 
terest is being taken in the work. The 
men of note today who have gone out 
from this society should be an inspira¬ 
tion to all of you. One man in particu¬ 
lar whom I remember was Mr. Frank Pea¬ 
body, of Columbus, Ga. He was a very 
prominent lawyer, and was a relative of 
George Peabody, of New York, who made 
a donation to our library. I could men¬ 
tion a great many more who have gone 
out from this society who will tell you 
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that they owe a great deal of their suc¬ 
cess as speakers to the training they 
received in oratory and dehate while 
members of this Society. 

1 assure you that I am very glad to he 
with you and extend my best wishes for 
this society’s future. 


PERSONALS 

One of the most recent young graduates 
to become a life member of the Alumni 
Association is Mr. H. C. Nixon,of Merrill- 
lon, Ala. After graduating at Auburn in 
190!) Mr. Nixon attended the University 
of (ihicago, where he took the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts in 1914. During Ihe 
summer and fall ]Mr. Nixon pursued re¬ 
search work in gathering material for 
his thesis, “The Earmer’s Movement in 
Alabama,” which will lead to the degree 
Doctor of Philosophy. 

H. (i. (iarler, ’14, is in the Engineering 
Department of the (ientral of (leorgia 
Railroad, with heachpiarters at Savan¬ 
nah, Ga. 

Mr. S. (i. Daniel, ’09, is City Engineer 
of Port Gibson, Miss. 

Mr. William L. Newberry, ’08, is Dis- 
Irict Manager for the State of Kentucky 


of the Indu.strial Loan and Guaranty 
Co. 

Mr. E. L. Miller, ’05, is interested in 
the Houston Tank Co., manufacturers of 
cypress tanks. He resides at 1817 West 
street, Houston, Texas. 

Mr. Win. h\ Ward, ’04, is with the U. 
S. Department of Agriculture, and is in 
charge of all beef cattle investigations. 

Mr. R. 1). Wehh, ’97, a former secre¬ 
tary of the Alumni Association, is now 
General Secretary of the South (Carolina 
Sunday School Association. His office 
is at 802 (Tiapman Building, Spartan¬ 
burg, S. C. 

Mr. (h R. Allen, ’10, is in the brokerage 
business at (Charleston, S. (C., and his of¬ 
fice is near the docks of the (Clyde Steam¬ 
ship Line. 

Mr. R. A. Wooten, ’ll, is studying at 
(Columbia ICniversity. 

Mr. Ed Bragg, ex-’08, is in the gents’ 
furnishing goods business at Auburn, the 
film style-name being The Varsity Shop. 

William Ward, 10, and Haskel Martin, 
11, are practicing architecture at Green¬ 
ville, S. (C. 


The Best Is the Cheapest 

AL WA YS 


Printing 



PHONE 75 



OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 

Post Publishing Co. 
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“A SQUARE” DEAL 

for everybody is the “Spalding 
Policy.” We guarantee each buy¬ 
er of an article bearing the Spald¬ 
ing Trade-Mark that such article 
will give satisfaction and a reason¬ 
able amount of service. 

Send for our catalogue, 

A. G. SPALDING & BROS. 

74 N. Broad St., Atlanta, Ga. 

BOOK BINDING 

IN ALL ITS BRANCHES 

LIBRARY BINDING, including Public, Uni¬ 
versity, Professional, School, and Private, given 
special attention. Everything in Books, Maga- 
rines, Journals, Etc. 

My Specialty: Promptness, Accurracy, Hones 
Work, Moderate Prices. 

My Rejerences: Any or all sny customers. Let 
me ginje you a je-iv. 

PAUL F. ROTHPLETZ 

Room 10 Potter Bldg. 1917 1-2 First Aase. 

_ BIRMIGNHAM, ALABAMA 

Flew York 

0. ELLERY EDWARDS, Jr., ’94 
Attorney-At-Law 

Patents, Trade-Marks, Copyrights 

_ Woolworth Building 

Birmingham, Ala. 

W. K. TERRY, ’90 
Attorney-At-Law 

Room 1618, Jefferson Co. Bank Bldg. 
Birmingham, Ala. 

MARTIN J. LIDE, ’02 
Consulting Electrical and 

_ Mechanical Engineer 

Washington, D. C. 

JOHN H. HOLT, ’93 
United States and Foreign 

Patents Trade Marks 
McGill Building. _ 

BOWEN TEACHERS’ A6ENGY 

Personally recommends deserving 
teachers for all classes of Teaching Posi¬ 
tions. There is a good position for every 
First-Class Teacher in Alabama, if you 
are available. I^et us help you find a 
suitable position. Write today for par¬ 
ticulars. 

JOHN S. THORN, Manager 
1021-22 First National Bank Building 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


Economy 

Uniforms 

ARE 

The 

Famous : 

Kalamazoo 

Made to wear well, fit ^ 
well, and give perfect I 
satisfaction. 

T hat is why A. P. I. 
cadets have worn them j 
for many years. 

Headquarters for milr- ’ 
tary equipments. 

THE 

Hcnderson-Anviis Co. 

Kalamazoo, Michfgair. 


5 FOR YOUR DEN S 

*^BEAUTIFUL COLLEGE PENNANTS*^ 

YALE and HARVARD, 

Each 9in. x 24 in. 
PRINCETON, CORNELL. 
MICHIGAN 
Each 7 in. x 21 in. 
4_PENNANTS, Size 12x30—4 
.\ny Leading Colleges of 
Your Selection 


All of our best quality, in their 
proper colors, with colored em¬ 
blems. 

Either assortment, for limited 
time, sent postpaid for 50 cents and 
five stamps to cover shipping cost. 

Write us for prices before plac¬ 
ing orders for felt novelties of all 
kinds. 

The Gem City Novelty Co 

22 Bittner Street, 

Dayton, Ohio. 


C. L. Ruth & Son 
Jewelers Opticians 

15 Dexter Avenue - Montgomery, Ala. 
Special attention given to spectacle repairing 
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Alabama Polytechnic Institute 

ALBURN^’ 

The Oldest School of Technology in the South 

Summer Session, June 8-July 19, 1916 
Next Session Begins Wednesday, September 13, 1916 

69 Professors and Instructors 
886 Students 

20 Well Equipped Laboratories 


New Buildings: Alumni Gymnasium, Smith Dining Hall, Carnegie Library, Agri¬ 
cultural Hall, Broun Engineering Hall, Dairy and Horticuhural 
Laboratories and Greenhouses. 

EPARTMENT S - 

I. Engineering and Mines —Civil, Electrical, Mechanical, Chemical 
and Mining Engineering, Architecture, Metallurgy, Mechanic Arts, Technical 
Drawing, Machine Design, Etc. 

II. Agricultural Sciences. —Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal Industry 
Botany, Entomology, Chemistry. 

Department of Pharmacy —(Four-Year and Two-Year Courses) 

III. Academic —History, English, Mathematics, Latin, German, French, 
Physics and Astronomy, Political Economy, Psychology. 

Department of Education — Psychology, Educational Psychology, 
Sociology, Educational Sociology, History of Education, Philosophy of Education, 
School Supervision and Administration, Methodology. 

IV. Veterinary Medicine. 

Expenses —Free tuition to residents of Alabama. $20.00 to non-residents. 
Hoard in Dormitory and with private families. 

For Catalogue and Further Information Address 

CHA.RLES C. THACH, President auburn, ala 


Mention The Alumnus 






